PREPARING YOUR HOUSE
FOR SALE

Try to look at your house “through the buyer’s eyes” as though you’ve never seen it before. Any time, elbow grease, or
money spent on these items brings you back much more in return, and hopefully a faster sale. Potential buyers can be
nosy - opening drawers, examining window sills, inspecting appliances - as they want to know every detail about one of the
most significant purchases of their lives. Invite a friend to walk through your home to double-check the level of cleanliness.

Living Areas

 Ensure all walls are in top shape.
Repair all cracks, nail pops or
visible seams in drywall.

- Check the ceiling for leak stains.
Fix the source of the leak, repair
the ceiling and paint.

« In painting or redecorating, avoid
offbeat colors. Stick to white or easy
to work with neutrals.

- Replace faded curtains or blankets.
- If you have a fireplace, clean it out.
» Replace burned-out light bulbs. Put
in brighter light bulbs. Make sure light
switches work.

» Remove distracting posters or other
personalized decors.

- Clean the floors and vacuum the
rugs. « Straighten up the closets and
get rid of excess items.

 Replace air filters.

« Use air freshener to eliminate musty
or unpleasant pet or cooking odors.

» Fix any doors that stick.

» Remove papers from coffee tables
and end tables.

» Keep the laundry area clean and
organized.

Living Areas

e Put unnecessary furniture into
storage so the house seems
spacious and uncluttered.

« Consider hiring a home staging
company to consult on the
furniture and decor that will help
your home sell quickly.

Bathrooms
» Repair any dripping faucets.

» Keep fresh towels in the bathroom.

- Remove any stains from toilets,

sinks, bathtub, and shower.
« If the sink, bathtub, or shower

drains slowly, unclog it.

« Clean floors and fixtures.

» Replace the shower curtain and
put out guest towels.

Before You Leave Each Day

- Make Beds.

« Open drapes and blinds.

e Turn off the TV and turn on soft music.
» Wipe down all countertops.

e Turn on lights in dark areas.

- Make sure rugs are clean and straight.
« Do a “once over” cleaning - vacuum,

sweep, and dust.
« Clean and straighten up bathrooms.

 Put away dishes.

e Double-check the entryway.

- Empty wastebaskets and garbage.

« Final check every room.

- If possible, get pets out of the house.

For Security

 Turn off home computers.

« Remove/reduce personal photos from
walls.

« Disclose the use of home security
cameras.

- Safeguard valuables.

- Safeguard or remove pets.



