
Should I fix my house up before it goes on the market?
If you hope to achieve the highest selling price and the shortest amount of time on the market, you want to be
confident that your home shows well. What work you do depends mostly on the price you’re asking, the time you
have to sell, and the present condition of the house. Certain home improvements are useful to almost everyone and
can add value and speed the sale of houses. These include building a deck or patio; doing some kitchen remodeling
(updating cabinets, countertops, or appliances); and adding new floor and wall coverings, especially in bathrooms.
Potential buyers want to buy a home that appears to be well taken care of and may discount items that they feel
need to be improved or replaced. On the other hand, major improvements that appeal to individual personal tastes
that not everyone may share, like swimming pools or wet bars, generally return less than the cost of the project. If
more significant improvements are required, consider making those changes only if the local real estate market will
support the cost of the project.

When is the best time to list a house for sale?
The simple answer is whenever you are ready to sell your home. While spring is typically when most homes go on
the market, homes go up for sale all year long. During the spring, sellers will have more competition for their home
because there are typically more houses on the market during this time. However, there are more buyers as well.
Historically during the off-peak seasons of fall and winter, fewer homes go on the market and there are typically
fewer buyers. But you can be assured that the buyers who are looking during these seasons are extremely
serious. Every market is unique, so consult your REALTOR® to learn more about your local trends.

What should I do to make the home show well?
Regardless of the market, all sellers should make sure that their home has the curb appeal to draw in potential
buyers by keeping the lawn mowed, shrubbery trimmed, trash removed, etc. On the inside of the home, the paint
should be in good condition, the home is clean and de-cluttered with no strong odors, and that personal photos
and mementos are kept to a minimum. Because the buyers should be able to envision themselves living in your
home, it is best to limit distractions. Should improvements need to be made, make certain that you do not over-
improve – start with simple improvements such as painting and carpet cleaning.

Once a home is listed, how will prospective buyers gain access to view it?
Potential buyers gain access to a home through the assistance of their REALTOR®. The buyer’s agent will make an
appointment to view the home and receive all of the necessary information to gain access to the home. Buyers are
not allowed to view properties without an escort.
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